bitions of the Turkish  mercenaries,   the
feebleness of the Khalifas and destructive

- sectarianism caused  the downfall of the

i

Abbaside Khilafat. No one can deny that
the instantaneous growth of an extensive
domain with divers peoples and civilisa-
tions, gave the simple desert folk very
little opportunity to learn the art of
ruling. Yet in spite of the continuous
internal and external strife that occupied
most of their time, the Saracens showed a
-remarkable genius in managing the affairs
of state. The puppet Khalifa Radi, whom
the princely king-makers of Baghdad had
put on the throne in 934 AJD. gave him-
self up to pleasure and frivolity, with
the consequence that Khurasan, Trans-
oxania, Persia, Mesopotamia, Egypt and
Africa, all declared their independence.
After the death of Radi, twTo dynasties
established themselves upon the ruins of
the Khalifat. They were the Buvides and
the Seljuki Turks. Between 953-72 AJX
the Fatamids made themselves masters of
Africa and Egypt and founded Cairo.

91